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 Frequently Asked Questions by residents
•	 Why give children books instead of candy at Halloween?

Books feed children’s minds, while candy only feeds their cavities. Books encourage children 
to read, and parents to read with them and/or ask them about their books. Many successful 
people attribute their love of reading as a child to their success in adulthood. Many children 
rarely receive books as gifts, so even gently books are special treats.

•	 Why would I want to go to the trouble of giving books? Candy is much easier to buy.

Giving books instead of candy shows kids you care about them and are encouraging them 
to read. This not only helps raise their interest in reading, but raises their sense that the 
community cares about their future.

Many adults find Halloween candy is a problem, as some eat it before Halloween, or feel 
compelled to eat leftover candy. Just think of the favor you’ll be doing your waistline by not 
having Halloween candy to contend with!

•	 How would I get inexpensive books? Kids’ books are expensive!

Right now, you’ll need to gather books yourself at garage sales, used book stores, thrift 
stores, and library book sales. For about the price of a candy bar, you can get books instead 
of candy. In the future, we are planning to offer boxes of mixed books for sale from www.
BooksForTreats.org. 

•	 Why give recycled books instead of new books? Won’t kids think that is cheesy?

Our experience is that kids appreciate books, even gently books, as long as they are in good 
shape. You’ll need to screen the books to make sure the books aren’t ripped or marked up, 
although they may have the previous owner’s name in the front and/or the stamp from the 
library.

Parents are encouraged to recycle their kids’ books, and allow these books to continue to give 
pleasure, long after their child has outgrown them.

•	 What will the kids think about getting books instead of candy?

Our experience is that kids, as well as their parents, are thrilled by receiving books for treats. 
They are much more enthusiastic than we have ever seen them when we gave candy. We 
have witnessed many children running to the sidewalk waiving a new treasure yelling “Mom, 
look! I got a book!”
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•	 What will the kids’ parents think?

Our experience is that parents are excited that their children receive books for treats instead 
of candy. They know that books are much healthier for their kid’s mind, as well as their body. 
When kids bring home pounds of candy, it can actually present a problem for a conscientious 
parent. They don’t want their kids eating that much candy, so they either throw out much of it 
, ration it, eat it themselves, or give it away.

•	 How will kids be able to carry around books? They’re much heavier than candy.

Most kids’ treat bags will be no heavier than their school book bags. If their neighborhood 
has many Books for Treats homes, their parents can help carry their treats, they can drop 
some books home part way through their trick-or-treating, or even bring along a wagon to 
carry their books! We hope there are so many households giving books for treats that children 
need to have wagons!

•	 How will kids know that we’re participating in Books for Treats?

Post your Books for Treats sign in your window or on your door. When you post this sign 
weeks before Halloween, it builds kids’ anticipation of the books they will get. Also, some 
parents who don’t want their children to have candy will know to come to your home.

•	 What if the kids or their parents aren’t familiar with Books for Treats? How do I let 
them know what it is about?

Put a bookmark in each book explaining what Books for Treats is, and how to get involved 
with the concept next year. We ask that you put a bookmark in each book.

•	 Why should I only collect books for up to 6th grade? Why that age range?

The vast majority of trick-or-treaters are up to 6th grade. There are many fewer older trick-or-
treaters. 

•	 I get 4 or 5 trick-or-treaters at one time. How can they all go through the boxes at once? 

Kids know how to cooperate. They will work it out so they take turns choosing books. 
Several kids can look in a grade-specific book at once. If possible, spread your boxes out on 
your porch so kids don’t bunch up.

•	 Where am I supposed to put the boxes of books? I usually just open the door and throw 
some candy in the kids’ bags.

You can either put the boxes of books on 4 tables outside your door, then open the door to 
supervise when you hear trick-or-treaters on your porch. 
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•	 I don’t know how many kids I’ll get. Some years it is a lot, some years not many. How 
will I know how many books to  buy? What if I run out?

Gather more than you think you’ll need. If you run out, do what you did when you ran out of 
candy in previous years – just shut off your light and don’t answer the door.

•	 What if I have leftover books? 

Here are some ideas of what you can do with any leftover books:

	 •	 Save them for next year.
	 •	 Give them to a child you care about.
	 •	 Donate them to a local school, day care center, library or church,

•	 How can I become more involved in spreading the Books for Treats concept?

•	 Collect reusable children’s books from garage sales and thrift stores to give out. Clean 
out your own bookshelves and give out abandoned, gently read books.

•	 Talk to your friends, coworkers and neighbors about participating in Books for Treats. 
Offer to gather books for them. Walk your neighbors through the process so they see how 
easy it is.

•	 Get your company to make a corporate donation to help with the running of the Books for 
Treats foundation.

•	 Make your own donation to Books for Treats. 
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